
 
 
 
 

 

Seventy-First Annual General Meeting 

The Boniface Centre, Crediton 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on Saturday 11th 
March 2017 at The Boniface Centre, Crediton, EX17 2AH. 
 
The business meeting will commence at 1.15pm. 
 
Agenda 
 1. Apologies for absence 
 2. Minutes of last AGM 
 3. Matters arising 
 4. Officers’ reports 
    a. Honorary Secretary 
    b. Honorary Treasurer 
    c. Honorary Membership Secretary  
 5. Election of Officers 
 6. Election of Executive Committee members 
  7. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner 
 8. Online access to LFS publications 
 9. Date and venue of next AGM 
 10. Any other business 
 
There will be a tea break mid afternoon. The business meeting will be followed by: 

• Tim Jones presenting the Bird Report for 2016 
• Dr Steve Jones talking about Lundy’s geology 
• Derek Green, Lundy General Manager, presenting the Lundy report 
• Dean Jones, Lundy Warden, presenting the wildlife report 

 
The afternoon will conclude with an auction of donated items. Following the 
meeting there will be a social gathering in a nearby hostelry. 
 
Michael Williams, Honorary Secretary 
5 School Place, Oxford, OX1 4RG 
07968 598846 
secretary@lundy.org.uk 
 



Lundy Field Society for the study and conservation of a unique island 

 

Minutes of the 70th Annual General Meeting held at The Boniface Centre, Crediton on Saturday 

12th March 2016 from 1.15pm. 

The meeting was attended by 94 members and visitors. It was chaired by Dr Keith Hiscock. 

Before the meeting a video message from the Society’s President, Diana Keast, was shown. The 

President was unable to attend so passed on a message of thanks for all the work the Society does 

and wished it well in its seventieth anniversary year. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from 47 members. 

 

2. Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 

There were no corrections to the minutes. It was agreed that they were a true and accurate 

record of the meeting. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

At the previous meeting it was suggested that the Society explore the possibility of funding a 

memorial to Sir Jack Hayward, the past President, by seeking donations from members. A grant 

or bursary is his name was supported at the present meeting. 

 

The Honorary Secretary, Michael Williams, updated members on the plans for the Discover 

Lundy week in September. It would include events to commemorate the Society’s anniversary 

and it is hoped that a dinner could be held in the Marisco Tavern. 

 

There were no other matters arising. 

 

4. Reports 

a. Honorary Secretary 

The Honorary Secretary reported that the past year has been very busy for the Society. 

Grants were awarded to Luke Sutton to continue his studies of the Lundy peregrines, to 

John Henry Charles for an up to date study of the age of the Lundy granite, and to Helen 

Booker for the construction of 30 nest boxes to aid monitoring of the Lundy Manx 

Shearwaters. We also made a donation towards the Lundy survey expenses of the BTO’s 

Non-Estuarine Waterbird Survey and sponsored the Puffin pages of the Devon Bird Atlas. 

 

The current warden is funded by the Landmark Trust and Natural England although the 

latter is reducing its support. At our June meeting we agreed to make a one-off contribution 

of £1000 to assist with funding this post and we hope to make a regular contribution if our 

finances allow it. 

 

We recorded the death of our President, Sir Jack Hayward, in last year’s report. The LFS 

was represented by the Chairman and two members on 25th July when family members 

and friends of Sir Jack scattered some of his ashes on the island. 

 

On a much more cheerful note we were very pleased that Diana Keast accepted our 

nomination to become our new President and she was elected at the 2015 AGM. Diana is 

already a committee member but in attending our committee meeting in June it became only 

the third occasion that the Society’s President had attended such a meeting, the last being 



in May 1969 when John Harman, Diana’s nephew, was President. (The other occasion was 

a meeting in February 1949 when Diana’s father and founder of the Society chaired a 

committee meeting.) 

 

Three conservation working parties took place during the year with 38 participants. Most of 

the tasks completed continued to involve rhododendron work with teams working on the 

East Side slopes clearing the leftover brash and making access ways to stumps and areas 

of regrowth to enable further treatment. Controlled fires were used to dispose of cleared 

scrub and the Widow’s Tenement was also walked in search of seedlings. Other activities 

included fence erection and repair, routine tree maintenance, and painting the H of the 

helipad once again! The group leaders, who deserve our thanks, were Andy Bell,  

Gabi Humphries and Belinda Cox. We also record our thanks to Trevor Dobie who 

organises the parties. 

 

The Society continues to contribute to activities on the island including talks in the 

Wheelhouse, fungi forays and moth trapping demonstrations. Andrew Cleave has presented 

talks in the southern counties of the mainland and, in addition to history talks in the Tavern, 

André Coutanche has also presented talks about Lundy in the Bristol area. Simon Dell and 

Frances Stuart have been supporting the warden in educational activities for school parties 

in North Devon. 

 

Long-term studies of the Manx Shearwaters continued, with 126 new adults and 255 chicks 

ringed in 2015. In the main colony, about 40% of the adults now carry rings from previous 

years. These provide valuable information on survival rates and on the recruitment of 

Lundy-reared young to the growing breeding population. 

 

Tony Taylor continues to study the Wheatear population. Colour-ringed adults continued to 

provide information on the survival of breeding birds when they are re-trapped. The survival 

rate between the 2014 and 2015 seasons was 52%. A further 37 birds were trapped and 

colour-ringed in 2015. 

 

Bird ringing continued in the spring and autumn. The ringers organised several 

demonstrations of the ringing process for other visitors, and gave evening talks on the 

insights that ringing provides. The more adventurous visitors who joined in with night-time 

Shearwater work included two parties from Natural England: bird researchers in May and a 

group including the Chairman of Natural England’s Board in September. 

 

On the marine front, our Chairman along with committee member Robert Irving continue to 

be involved in advising on fieldwork (condition monitoring and studies of spiny lobsters) and 

in consultations regarding the Marine Protected Area around the island. The LFS continues 

to provide the Secretary, Robert Irving, to the Lundy Marine Protected Area Advisory Group 

which meets twice a year. 

 

The survey of the Lundy Cabbage population by Steve Compton and Roger & Rosy Key 

continues. The total number of Lundy Cabbage in flower in early June 2015 was about 

7,700. Overall, the total is 48% higher than the average figure over the last 22 years, so the 

plant is doing well. The very rough estimate of overall number of plants including those not 

in flower is about 25,000. 

 



Jenny George has continued in her role as editor of the biennial Journal which will see its 

fifth volume published in 2016 with André Coutanche acting as production editor. With eight 

papers on a diverse range of subjects ranging from Pygmy Shrews to Icelandic artists, it is a 

measure of the tremendous contribution to scientific study that the Society makes as well as 

its prosperity. 

 

The Landmark Trust commemorated its fiftieth anniversary in 2015 and this was marked on 

Lundy with a ‘Golden Weekend’ in May. The LFS supported the event by acting as stewards 

at Millcombe House which was open to visitors over the weekend. We answered questions, 

handed out leaflets (including our own!) and supplied cups of tea to over 300 people. A 

television series about the Trust appeared on Channel 4 during the autumn. The Honorary 

Secretary was contacted by the production team seeking information and historical 

photographs of Lundy for the segments about the restoration of the lower light in the Old 

Light. 

 

Tom Dickins was co-opted to the committee in September. Tom’s father led field trips to 

Lundy for 20 years and he now follows in his footsteps. He is based at Middlesex University 

and brings students to Lundy undertaking a variety of research including animal behavioural 

psychology. We continue to be represented on the church restoration steering group and 

our Chairman represented the Society at two meetings of the Lundy Management Forum. 

 

At a meeting in Exeter on the 29th May 1946 the Lundy Field Society was founded by 

Lesley Harvey and Martin Coles Harman. Seventy years later the Society is still going 

strong making a significant contribution to the conservation and study of a small island in the 

Bristol Channel.  

 

b. Honorary Treasurer 

The Honorary Treasurer, Roger Chapple, presented the accounts for the year ending 31st 

December 2015. Roger Allen, the Honorary Independent Examiner, who was unable to 

attend had written to the Treasurer to confirm he had examined the accounts and to 

recommended the meeting adopted them. Members voted to adopt them. 

 

Roger Chapple recorded his thanks to the Lundy Company for franking of Society mail, 

which resulted in a significant saving in postage. 

 

On behalf of all those present, the Chairman thanked Roger Chapple for his work. 

 

c. Honorary Membership Secretary 

The Honorary Membership Secretary, Sandra Rowland, gave her report: at the end of 

February we had 435 active memberships, equating to 542 members including family 

members. The new members present at the meeting were welcomed. 

 

Sandra reminded members of the new subscription rates from 1st January 2016. 

 

The name of one member whose death had been notified was announced. 

 

5. Election of Officers 

All existing Officers were willing to stand again. It was proposed and seconded that the Officers 

be re-elected en bloc. There being no other proposals the Officers were re-elected. 

 



6. Election of Executive Committee 

Belinda Cox had completed her three-year term and was willing to be re-elected. Jane Elliott 

had resigned from the committee. Tom Dickins had been co-opted to the committee since 

September 2015. There were four vacancies. 

 

Belinda Cox was proposed and seconded to stand for another term. Tom Dickins, Tim Jones 

and Paul James were each proposed and seconded. All were willing to stand and there being 

no further nominations they were declared elected. 

 

7. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner 

Roger Allen did not wish to stand again and the Chairman thanked him for examining the 

accounts over the past several years. 

 

Bill Williams was proposed and seconded as Honorary Independent Examiner. There being no 

other nominations he was duly elected. 

 

8. Any other business 

Reverend Shirley Henderson gave an update on the project to restore St Helen’s church. 

 

Paul Doubler updated the meeting on the restoration of the MV Balmoral and sailings to Lundy. 

 

Simon Dell asked members for historic photographs of Lundy, dating from the 1960s, for a 

forthcoming publication to mark the 50th anniversary of the Landmark Trust taking on the 

administration of Lundy. 

 

9. Date and venue of next AGM 

The Chairman reported that The Boniface Centre had been booked for Saturday 11th March 

2017. 

The meeting closed at 2.03pm. Tim Jones presented the Bird Report for 2015 and Andrew Cleave 

gave a talk about Moth Trapping on Lundy. 

After the tea break Derek Green, Lundy General Manager, presented the Lundy report and Beccy 

MacDonald, Lundy Warden, presented the wildlife report. An auction of items donated to the Society 

concluded the proceedings and raised £509. Members then retired to The Three Little Pigs for 

refreshment. 

Michael Williams, Honorary Secretary 



2017AGM Auction List 

 

Lot Description 

1 8mm x 8mm Green & White car sticker “National Trust 

Lundy” circa 1970 

2 John Dyke Lundy map postcard “Mayday 1972” “Maiden 

Voyage of the Polar Bear” stamped and cancelled 1 May 

1972 

3 Set of 4 cork table mats 215mm x 192mm featuring coloured 

postcards of Marisco Tavern, Millcombe House, Puffins, 

North Light 

4 Bumper bundle of Lundy Pony memorabilia including a T 

Shirt, correspondence, newsletters and large number of B&W 

photographs 

5 LFS white sweatshirt – size medium 

6 Mounted, hand-coloured print of Lundy views 

7 Framed Embroidery 24cm x 48cm “Worked by J Keith 

Macqueen (Hon archivist of Landmark Trust)  dated 1982 

8 Box of B&W photographs – views of Lundy c1969-1972 

9 Selection of Lundy stamps, first day covers and gift packs 

10 White dish featuring a map of Lundy 

11 Lundy Puffin mug containing Lundy souvenirs 

12 2 original letters from Derek Sach writing about Grainger 

13 6 original cards and postcards of Dyke correspondence 

14 Lundy Map tie 

 

Note – these items are not available by post, they can only be bid for in person at the 2017 

AGM. 
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