Seventy-Third Annual General Meeting
The Boniface Centre, Crediton
The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on Saturday 9th March
2019 at The Boniface Centre, Crediton, EX17 2AH. Doors open at 12.00 noon and
the business meeting will commence at 1.00pm.
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of last AGM
3. Matters arising
4. Officers’ reports
a. Honorary Secretary
b. Honorary Treasurer
c. Honorary Membership Secretary & membership survey update
5. Election of Officers
a. Chairman
b. Vice Chairman
c. Honorary Secretary
d. Honorary Treasurer
e. Honorary Membership Secretary
6. Election of Executive Committee members
Tim Jones & Tom Dickins retire and are eligible for re-election. There
are two vacancies.
7. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner
8. Endowment Fund update
9. Date and venue of next AGM
10. Any other business
There will be a tea break mid-afternoon. The business meeting will be followed by:
• Tim Jones presenting the Bird Report for 2018
• John Hedger & David George – Lundy Fungi: Present and Future
• Dean Jones, Lundy Warden, presenting the wildlife report
• Siân Cann, Education Officer – St Helen’s Centre & engagement update
• Derek Green, Lundy General Manager, presenting the Lundy report
The afternoon will conclude with an auction of donated items. Following the
meeting there will be a social gathering in The Three Little Pigs, Parliament Street,
Crediton where we have booked the back room.

Lundy Field Society for the study and conservation of a unique island
Minutes of the 72nd Annual General Meeting held at The Boniface Centre, Crediton on Saturday
10th March 2018 from 1.00pm.
The meeting was attended by 95 members and visitors. It was chaired by Dr Keith Hiscock.
The Chairman read out a message from the President, Diana Keast who sent her very best wishes for
an enjoyable, interesting and successful meeting.
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from 48 members.
2. Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting
There were two minor corrections to the minutes. It was then agreed that they were a true and
accurate record of the meeting.
3. Matters Arising
The Chairman noted that the committee had considered online access to our publications and
will be exploring this further through a membership survey.
There were no other matters arising.
4. Reports
a. Honorary Secretary
Michael Williams, Honorary Secretary, reported that inevitably, after a busy year in 2016
celebrating our seventieth anniversary, 2017 was a much quieter one. Nevertheless, it has been
a productive and successful year.
Three grants were awarded: Nathanial Legall received £280 to continue his research into
Lundy’s pygmy shrews, Linda Losito & Bob Cowley received £500 for their study of the dung
beetles and Tony Taylor received £116 to support a student who is analysing bird ringing data.
We also made a further contribution of £1000 to assist with the funding of the Warden’s post.
Progress has been made with discussions about setting up an endowment fund and will
continue during 2018. The Society had also donated £10,000 to the church project to restore the
building as St Helen’s Centre from which the Society will benefit by providing a base for study as
well as providing a centre for exhibitions and lectures.
There were three working parties during 2017. The first, in February, was prevented from
reaching Lundy for four days by fog. Eventually, a party of eight set to work doing rhododendron
seedling searches, bench renovation, transplanting trees from the nursery to side lands and
recycling pallets into kindling for the shop. One new member, Vicky Edwards who was visiting
for the first time, became the Assistant Ranger for the season. In June, the conservation break
focussed on bracken control and quadrat surveys. In October, a good deal of growth was
cleared from Millcombe Pond, some fencing was installed on top of walls near the water tanks,
unwanted plant growth was removed from above Millcombe Gardens and Kevin Walsh, the
farmer, was helped to gather his crop of silage from many places where ex-hurricane Ophelia
had deposited it.

The Society continues to contribute to activities on the island including talks in the Wheelhouse,
fungi forays and moth trapping and bird ringing demonstrations. We have a really excellent
relationship with both the Warden and Ranger teams on Lundy.
Chris Dee has been revamping the LFS website and this went live in early 2018. In addition to
all the information from the old website, the wildlife and history sections have been
supplemented with new information.
2018 will see 25 years of study of the Lundy Cabbage by Steve Compton and Roger & Rosy
Key. This will be their last year of doing annual counts and we hope they will provide an account
for publication of what has been going on in that time. Steve comments that they produced a
report about ten years ago when the picture was very clear and they should have stopped then,
as cabbage numbers have become chaotic since!
There was little marine research work in 2017 although there was a significant programme resurveying the sub-tidal sediment communities off the east coast. This was commissioned by
Natural England as part of the 'condition assessment' of the Special Area of Conservation. The
LFS logbook included a great many very welcome records of porpoise and dolphin around the
island. Like the rest of south-west England, Lundy received a rare influx of Portuguese man
o'war jellyfish in the autumn.
The long-term ringing study of Manx Shearwaters continued, which contributes to our
understanding of the population dynamics of Lundy’s breeding colony. A pair bred successfully
in one of the artificial burrows installed in 2016, allowing more detailed study of their breeding
biology.
During nocturnal work on shearwaters, Storm Petrels were encountered on several occasions,
providing evidence that these seabirds are taking advantage of Lundy’s rat-free status and
establishing a breeding colony on the island.
As part of the BTO’s national study of adult survival in Wheatears, coloured-ringing continued.
This project also helps us to calculate the size of the island’s population: 2017 was a record
year, with an estimated 121 pairs breeding.
The ringing of migrant songbirds in spring and autumn continued, contributing towards the
national effort to understand their movements and monitor their populations.
A Master’s degree student from Imperial College, London, started a project analysing the
Society’s 10,000 ringing records for Chaffinches caught on Lundy since 1972, comparing the
resident breeding population with the migrants from Northern Europe that pass through in
autumn. We hope to publish a report on this work in a future volume of the Journal.
Jenny George has continued to edit the Journal, with assistance from André Coutanche as
production editor and the sixth volume was published at the end of February. Members were
able to collect copies at the meeting. Tim Davis retires as editor of our Annual Report. His
contribution over the past six years has been substantial, and Tim has transformed the report
into the attractive publication that we are all familiar with. Thank you, Tim.
Keith Hiscock will be standing down as Chairman after completing eleven years in office. This is
actually Keith’s second stint as Chairman, having previously held the role for three years from
1985. Keith’s contribution to the Society and its administration has been significant not least in
his marine work and representing the Society’s interests at the Lundy Management Forum and
the Lundy Marine Protected Area Advisory Group during his current tenure. What you may not

know is that Keith has been active in Society matters for over 45 years having been elected to
the Committee in 1973 having already served as chairman of the ‘Marine science subcommittee’ since 1971. Keith will continue his support for the Society by taking over from Tim
Davis as Annual Report editor. Thank you for such dedication to Lundy and the LFS.
We held a committee meeting on Lundy in May and in 2018 we plan to try a number of new
locations for meetings. Looking to the future, we expect to publish the long-awaited guide to
Lundy fungi in the autumn and Andrew Cleave is preparing a book about the island’s flora.
None of what has been achieved would be possible without our members. Whether you have
participated in a working party, purchased a publication or simply paid your subscription, we
would not be able to undertake all of these activities without your support.

b. Honorary Treasurer
The Honorary Treasurer, Roger Chapple, presented the accounts for the year ending 31st
December 2017.
Bill Williams, the Honorary Independent Examiner, had written to the Treasurer to confirm
he had examined the accounts and recommended the meeting adopted them.
Members voted to adopt the accounts.
On behalf of all those present, the Chairman thanked the Honorary Treasurer for his work.
c. Honorary Membership Secretary
The Honorary Membership Secretary, Sandra Rowland, gave her report: at the end of
December we had 357 active memberships, equating to 463 members including family
members. The new members present at the meeting were welcomed.
The names of members who had died were announced.
Tim Jones informed the meeting of a membership survey that would be distributed in the
spring. Members will be able to complete it online and paper copies would be posted out to
members who do not have internet access. Responses will be anonymous and the results
will help the committee plan for the future.
5. Election of Officers
The Chairman had completed eleven years in office and was standing down. The committee
recommended Alan Rowland become Chairman and Belinda Cox took on the role of Vice
Chairman. This was proposed and seconded. There being no other nominations they were
elected.
The remaining Officers were willing to stand again. It was proposed and seconded that the
remaining Officers be re-elected en bloc. There being no other proposals the Officers were reelected.
Keith Hiscock would continue to chair the meeting until its conclusion.
6. Election of Executive Committee
Diana Keast had come to the end of her three-year term on the committee and wished to step
down. She will continue as our President. Seven other committee members had reached the

end of their three-year term and were willing to be re-elected. Belinda Cox had been elected as
an Officer so there were three vacancies.
Keith Hiscock, Frances Stuart and Chris Pawson were each proposed and seconded for the
committee. It was proposed and seconded that Andrew Cleave, André Coutanche, Chris Dee,
Trevor Dobie, Jenny George, John Hedger and Chris Webster be re-elected en bloc. This was
all put to the vote and carried.
7. Election of Honorary Independent Examiner
Bill Williams was proposed and seconded as Honorary Independent Examiner. There being no
other nominations he was duly elected.
The Chairman thanked Bill for his work.
8. Endowment Fund
Tom Dickins spoke about the committee’s work to set up an endowment fund. The LFS is a
charity and as such cannot make a profit. Nonetheless, charities do generate surplus and that
surplus must be reinvested in support of their objectives. The LFS currently has a large surplus
that is sat in a low interest account, which means that the surplus is not growing at a rate
matching inflation and the money is effectively devaluing whilst the LFS awaits a relevant
project or set of projects. The committee has proposed to invest a proportion of the surplus into
ethical endowment funds that cannot be readily accessed at short notice. A separate account
and set of trustees will be required to do this, and the HMRC must be notified in order to qualify
for Gift Aid as such funds do attract donations. The new trust would also be eligible for
charitable status.
In response to questions Tom noted that the aims of the endowment trust would coincide with
those of the LFS and that any investments would go up and down with the markets. Importantly,
Tom noted such an investment should be seen as a long game and that the nature of the rises
and falls in value that we were prepared to accept were in part down to how risk averse the LFS
chose to be. In other words, we can choose to invest in relatively safe investments with likely
positive returns, but those returns will not be high; riskier investments will potentially make
greater yield, but the trustees will have to be prepared to see losses along the way and weather
those events whilst looking to a more distant horizon. All of these issues are to be discussed
with a financial advisor, and the LFS will look to recruit one. This will not be for free, but the
advisor will draw his or her fee from any profits as an agreed percentage.
The next actions for the LFS committee include finding an advisor, organizing trustees from
within the membership, deciding upon the amount and nature of the investments, contacting the
HMRC and the Charities Commission. This should all take about one calendar year, and so
should be in place for the next AGM in 2019.
9. Church restoration & St Helen’s Centre update
Andrew Cleave reported that the builders are planning on completing their works on the church
by 20th March when most of the team will leave the island. The PCC and Steering Group will be
visiting Lundy on 27th March to look at the progress and hold a meeting.
The newly refurbished vestry will provide accommodation for two people and this will be
available to the LFS on at least four occasions each year. Bookings will be handled by the office

on Lundy with fees payable to the island to cover their costs and to the PCC. There will be new
secure storage facilities for the Society in the building, and a limited amount of work space.
As a way of demonstrating the project’s commitment to the environment the building itself will
be used as a habitat, and to this end bird nest boxes, kindly donated by Splitlath and the A
Rocha UK Foundation, have been fitted to the outside of the building.
The Society is liaising with the team now working on interpretive and educational materials to
be displayed in the church when it finally opens to visitors.
10. Engagement Ambassadors
Frances Stuart described the voluntary Engagement Ambassadors scheme that was being set
up by Lundy in conjunction with the church project. It had existed informally for some years
whereby a small number of volunteers helped support the island by guiding walks and visiting
schools for example. More volunteers were needed and members were invited to get in touch
with Frances.
11. Date and venue of next AGM
The outgoing Chairman reported that The Boniface Centre had been booked for Saturday 9th
March 2019. The committee were considering whether to hold the 2021 AGM on Lundy during
our 75th anniversary.
12. Any other business
The Honorary Secretary read a note from Paul Doubler to update the meeting on the MV
Balmoral.
There was no other business.
The meeting closed at 2.17pm. Tim Jones presented the Bird Report for 2017 and Dean Jones, the
Lundy Warden, presented the wildlife report.
After the tea break Bob Cowley gave a talk entitled, ‘CSI: Lundy – Fragmentary evidence of beetles’
lives and deaths’. This was followed by a talk by Grant Sherman about his Guillemots survey and
Derek Green, Lundy General Manager, presented the Lundy report.
An auction of items donated to the Society concluded the proceedings and raised £382. Members then
retired to The Three Little Pigs for refreshment.
Michael Williams, Honorary Secretary

LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET 2018
INCOME

Year End 31/12/2017

Year End 31/12/2018

Subscriptions
AGM Auction
Donations
PLR/CAF
Bird Ringing
Conservation Break Deposits
Gift Aid
Bulletin Donation and Advertising
Sales
DL2016 Covers
Car Stickers
Protecting Lundy’s Marine Life
The Harman Family’s Lundy
Island King
Lundy Fungi
AGM Lunches Sold
Jennett’s Trust
Postage
Committee/Guest Lunches
Wright Book Sales
Interest
Stock Movement

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

8,119.00
454.50
2,063.47
366.40
512.00
1,552.14
150.00
707.23
38.50
11.50
472.01
376.00
320.00
2,040.00
32.50
132.90
169.00
141.40
114.03

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

7,995.00
382.00
2,278.26
2.55
236.80
330.00
1,256.56
290.56
4.00
90.00
734.55
1,602.68
2,040.00
54.13
466.76
218.63
4,577.32

TOTAL INCOME

£

17,772.58

£

22,559.80

Deduct Expenditure

-£

20,271.16

-£

19,032.89

SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR

-£

2,498.58

£

3,526.91

Note: All brought forward items are omitted and have been incorporated in the appropriate section of income and expenditure.
Such items are displayed on the Balance Sheet. Similarly, 2017 brought forward items have been incorporated on the
comparative 2017 figures.

LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET 2018
EXPENDITURE

Year End 31/12/2017

Year End 31/12/2018

AGM Boniface Centre
AGM Catering
AGM Expenses
Bird Ringing
Annual Report
Bulletin
Journal
Grants
Conservation
Stationery
Postage
Pop Up Signs
Website Expenses
Refunds
Computer
Island King
St Helen’s Centre Appeal
Lundy Warden
Committee/Guest Lunches and Expenses
Membership Leaflets
LFS Library
Non Grant Financial Support
Lundy Fungi
Expenditure Accrual for 2016 Annual Report

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

170.00
580.00
63.22
1,010.25
1,005.00
801.33
2,035.00
69.79
392.20
319.99
85.93
89.98
165.00
10,000.00
1,000.00
181.92
153.00
380.00
1,768.55

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

176.00
160.00
28.50
571.25
1,941.00
903.50
2,430.00
400.00
1,568.00
229.59
1,040.25
170.85
25.00
78.00
782.95
8,528.00
-

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£

20,271.16

£

19,032.89

LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET 2018
ASSETS

Year End 31/12/2017

Year End 31/12/2018

Stock
NS&I Account
Current Account
Reserve Account

£
£
£
£
£

1,590.00
30,145.42
8,541.33
9.08
40,285.83

£
£
£
£
£

Debtor 2017: PayPal balance misc. sales
Debtor 2018: Lundy Fungi Sales

£
£
£

126.43
40,412.26

£
£
173.00
£ 43,053.02

LESS
Advance Subscriptions
Advance Conservation Deposits
TOTAL
Less Creditors - Annual Report 2016
Less Creditors 2018:
Postage
Bird Rings

Balance b/f
Surplus/Deficit for year
TOTAL ASSETS

-£
-£

227.00
240.00

-£

467.00

£

39,945.26

-£

1,768.55

-£
-£

485.00
250.00

-£

6,167.32
30,364.04
6,339.57
9.09
42,880.02

735.00

£ 42,318.02

-£
-£

43.15
571.25

£

38,176.71

£ 41,703.62

£
-£

40,675.29
2,498.58

£ 38,176.71
£ 3,526.91

£

38,176.71

£ 41,703.62

LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY ACCOUNTS EXAMINATION FOR 2018

‘I have examined the accounts of the Lundy Field Society for
the year 1 January to 31 December 2018, and can report that
the figures presented to me by the honorary Treasurer, in my
opinion, represent fairly and accurately the overall financial
situation of the Society for the financial year.’
R.A.Williams
Honorary Independent Examiner
6 February 2019

LFS Auction 2019
Lot
1
2

Description
Purple Lundy T-shirt, marked XL Ladies, but would fit size 10-12.
Framed photo of Rat Island at sunrise.

Suggested /
Reserve price
£5

£5

3

2 white handkerchiefs with lace border embroidered with a puffin and
‘Lundy’. A lavender pin cushion with lace border embroidered with a puffin
and ‘Lundy’.
£5

4

Framed colour drawing of the North Light by P. Squire 1984.

£15

5
6

7
8

Small suede drawstring bag embroidered ‘Lundy’, containing a Lundy Island
walking stick mount
Collection of puffin articles to be sold as 1 lot:
• Paperweight with puffin picture
• Ceramic puffin from John O’Groats pottery
• A pair of wooden puffins on a base, and a single wooden puffin
Limited edition Lundy match book, designed by John Dyke, no 1028 of 10,000.
Eighty-six of 130 matches remaining.
Laminated card with pen drawing of Lundy and marked
‘P. Alan Johnston is a Founder Friend of Lundy and welcomed to land free on
the island by boat for life’

£3

£5

£10

£5

9

Framed painting called Lundy After Rain by Marilyn Ewens.
Email to Belinda Cox from the artist received on 27th January 2019:

£15

LFS Auction 2019
Dear Belinda ,
Thanks for the photo. I remember the painting now.
I have found it listed in the catalogue for a solo exhibition I had in Taunton in
1980.
I think it must have been painted around 1979.
Despite a search, I can't find any of the photos I took for reference on that
part of the island. However, as I believe you suggested, it's a view on the west
side looking north west across Punchbowl Valley.
I have painted and drawn many views of Lundy over the years, some of which
have been reproduced on my postcards sold in the Lundy shop. However,
that is the only time I have used that view.
I can't find records of a sale but I assume it was bought at a Lundy Field
Society AGM at which I exhibited some paintings. That was in Exeter in the
early '80s.
Thanks again for contacting me. It's always interesting to see old paintings, as
with old friends. Lundy remains full of fond memories for me.
I hope your auction goes well.
Best wishes,
Marilyn Smith ('Marilyn Ewens')

10

11

12

Two sets of unique postcards marked ‘Lundy from the Air, 23.09.2016 –
Private Sightseeing Flight –‘ 15 postcards in each set.
Each set to be sold separately.
Log book by Judith M Corley (Judith Langford) of visits in September 1968 and
May 1969. Includes stamps and photographs. Also includes press cuttings of
sale of Lundy to National Trust.
St George Flag from St Helen’s Church

£10 per set.

£40
£10

